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Message from the President
It is an honor and privilege to serve you as the 102nd president of the New Jersey Mosquito
Control Association. In the past few years we have faced many challenges and obstacles
trying to provide efficient and effective mosquito control to the residents of New Jersey.
We have endured hurricanes, tropical storms, reductions in funding, and reductions in our
workforces. Yet, we have still found a way to persevere and protect our residents. Through
these tough times we have learned to be successful working alone or with little assistance
from outside our own organization. The time has come to start sharing our successes and
failures, our strides and our setbacks, and our goals for the future.
I believe at this point in time we are an assemblage of three partners: the counties, the state,
and Rutgers University. These three partners although different have the same common
goal of controlling mosquitoes through best practices, education, and research. All three of
these areas combined together are vital to providing sufficient mosquito control to our communities. I have a vision that one day we will not be an assemblage of partners but a community, with different roles, that function as a whole.
To make that vision a reality, I believe we need to rebuild what once was and promote collaboration, open the lines of communication, and unite what is now divided, amongst all of
the partners. The time is here to come together as a community and utilize the bridges once
again that our predecessors have built. Our purpose is to perpetuate the advancement of
mosquito control through listening not hearing, through collaborating not criticizing, and
through evaluating not judging. We are a good team know but let’s strive to be great.
As Walt Disney once said “If you can dream it, you can do it”.
Paul McCall
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Jack Nunemaker retiring
after 35 years at Camden County
Mosquito Commission
Jack Nunemaker has chosen to retire after 35 years
of fulltime service plus two summer jobs with the
Camden County Mosquito Extermination Commission. Jack quickly became an Inspector and has,
since 1991, held the combined title Inspector ME /
Identification Specialist. Thousands of residents of
his large inspection district have benefited from his
quick analysis of problems, concise public education and hard work. The entire county has been protected while Jack has overseen surveillance for mosquitoes and the diseases common to the area. Jack’s
knowledge and wit have been apparent in the literature he created and in the many interviews he gave
to reporters from the press and television. Jack’s
dedication was obvious as he continually applied his
interest in computers to the commission’s office and
operations as well as to the design of advertising for
NJMCA. He even used his own kayak to inspect
and treat mosquito habitat. In early 2009, Jack was
recognized as County Employee of the Month. Beyond the county border, Jack has interacted with
neighboring county agencies plus with the staff from
the state and university. Mr. Nunemaker also supported NJMCA committees, most prominently as the
long time chairperson of the Membership Committee.
We will miss Jack’s help and humor but we wish
him well in all his endeavors.
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Dana Chort
Retires From Atlantic County
Division of Mosquito Control
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After 25 years of service to the residents of
Atlantic County, Dana Chort is retiring
from the Atlantic County Office of Mosquito Control. Dana started as the Biologist for Atlantic County in 1989. He progressed to the Entomologist title in 2005,
and then Assistant Superintendent in 2012.
During his tenure, Dana ushered in the use
of gas-powered backpack sprayers for the
application of granular larvicides, electric
ULV machines for less disruptive adulticides and a mobile weather station for
more complete monitoring of atmospheric
conditions during aerial applications. Dana
has several Atlantic County first IDs to his
credit. He also found WNV positive samples of mosquito species no one else has
bothered to test. Dana’s strong mechanical
and electrical abilities enabled him to develop a sprayer for applying insecticides
along trails for tick control and make creative adaptations to sprayers and light traps
as manufacturer supplied parts dwindled.
Even though he got sick every time, he
worked in both fixed wing planes as observer and helicopters to do inspections
when necessary. No task was beyond
Dana’s reach. He would immerse himself
anywhere help was needed, from training
to bridge building, stream cleaning to beaver dam removal.
Dana’s expertise and experience and determination in all aspects of mosquito control
will be missed, but we will continue on
with his experience and advice as arrows in
our quiver in the fight against mosquitoes.
The Atlantic County Office of Mosquito
Control wishes a long and enjoyable retirement for Dana.
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2014/2015 NJMCA Officers

.

From Left—President Paul McCall, Vice President Vicki Thompson, 2nd Vice
President Eric Williges, Treasurer Jennifer Gruener, Secretary Joyln Beal
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Howard Emerson with his award winning poster presentation at the 2014 NJMCa Annual
Meeting in Atlantic City NJ.. His presentation on Local places in mosquito control history
for use in Public Relations won the prize for Best Content.

Photo courtesy Lawrie Morello, Phillipsburg, NJ
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Doug Guthrie Retires after 38 years of service to
Monmouth County Mosquito Ext. Commission

Douglas L. Guthrie, Sr. was employed for 38 years at the Monmouth County Mosquito Extermination Commission in the capacity of Assistant Superintendent for 26 years and
then, beginning in 2002, as the Superintendent.
Upon his arrival at the Commission in 1976, he utilized his Masters of Entomology degree
from Penn State University to establish and to build his competence in the field operations of mosquito control.
In order to protect the residents of and visitors to Monmouth County he modernized the
mosquito surveillance program and ensured that it would meet the challenges of endemic Eastern Equine Encephalitis, as well as the introductions of West Nile Virus and
the Asian tiger mosquito.
He was an active member of the New Jersey Mosquito Control Association sitting on several committees, including Research and Development, and held offices ultimately rising to the level of NJMCA President in 2007.
He was a dedicated member of the Associated Executives of Mosquito Control representing
Monmouth County and served as Vice President and then as President from 2005 to
2007.
He played a vital role in the furtherance of the Tick Borne Diseases Program operating at
the Commission's headquarters.
He was a mentor and good friend to many who were in his employ over the decades.
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Jersey Roots, Global Reach: At the Center, we strive to achieve the Rutgers’ goal of spreading
innovation and ideas that begin in New Jersey to the rest of the world. One way to do this is through
publications, the essence of information exchange in science. This year, we’re on track to have the 30
publications we did last year, with topics as diverse as invasion biology, autodissemination, nematode
mating patterns and avian host age and arboviral trans-mission cycles. All articles are available for
download from the Center’s website: http://vectorbio.rutgers.edu/publications/index.php.
Cooperative Research: Prof. Randy Gaugler and Dr. Yi Wang are collaborating with Chinese and Tibetan researchers and, at the invitation of the Chinese Academy of Science, will be traveling there to
present lectures and collect samples. Prof. Gaugler and Ary Farajollahi will also travel to Iran to present
lectures to several Iranian universities.
Information Transfer: The Center sponsored a trip for Greg Williams to attend an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) conference in Florida where he was able to bring back the latest information in technological
advances for robocopters.
Mosquito Specimens: An entomological museum is more than a collection of dead things. It is the
mechanism by which we identify organisms to species and research/control is futile without that ability.
Recently The Center obtained mosquito specimens from the Richard Darsie’s (of Darsie and Ward fame)
estate. Prof. Robson paid for Mercer Mosquito Control personnel to pick up the specimens and delivered
them to the Department of Entomology’s museum for curating. This collection includes mosquitoes species worldwide, including Guatemala and Nepal. We are fortunate to enrich the mosquito museum collection from such a prestigous mosquito taxonomist.
Biologist Working Group: With new hires entering the workforce comes new enthusiasm. The April 25th
meeting was well attended with several programs interested in partnering on collaborative research projects currently in development. Ideas explored included: 1) Incorporating LED technology into NJ light
traps, 2) New product trials with sugar baits attractants, and 3) Re-exploring mosquito flight activity in urban environments. Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for October 15th 2014.
Upcoming Courses: Our Mosquito Biology, Ecology, Surveillance and Control course has been updated
for the 2015 season’s offering. Sign up information is available on the OCPE website http://
www.cpe.rutgers.edu/programs/pest_control.html. We advise signing up your people soon to reserve
space. The ID section in particular will be limited seating. Sign up information for the October 23rd pesticide applicator re-certification training course will be available soon. Contact Scott Crans
(scott.crans@rutgers.edu) with any questions regarding training needs. Outreach events are posted to
our Center web page http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~vbcenter/classes.php.
Grants: After a frustrating delay by the government sequestration last year, Prof. Gaugler received a
$1,500,000 National Institutes of Health grant for continuing research on an autodissemination station for
pyriproxyfen, an insect growth regulator. Partners include SpringStar Inc., USDA ARS CMAVE, Florida
Keys, Anastasia, Hudson and Mercer County mosquito control programs.
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Graduation: Andrea Egizi successfully defended her doctoral work on invasive species this spring. Ary
Farajollahi (Culex pipiens biology) and Eric Williges (Aedes albopictus oviposition behavior) will be
graduating this summer – announcements for their seminars will be forthcoming.
Retirement: Linda McCuiston has retired after many years of invaluable service to the Center and to
the New Jersey mosquito community. She was hired in 1965 by Dr Wayne Crans and through the years,
has become the person that most of us turned to learn mosquito identification and colony rearing. Her
dedication and knowledge has elevated the quality of mosquito work done on all levels in New Jersey
and she will be very missed. Thank you Linda for the many years of dedicated service!
Photo shows the last class guven on mosquito colony maintenance: Standing, from left to right are
Mark Baker (Mercer), Billy Voorhees (Mercer), Isik Unlu (Mercer), Mary Evangelista (OMCC), Ya-Han
Lan (Rutgers), Nick Indelicato (Mercer), and Brittany Cerino (Mercer). Seated are Linda McCuiston and
Scott Crans (both Rutgers).

Scott C. Crans

February, 2014

9

NEW JERSEY MOSQUITO CONTROL ASSOCIATION, Inc.

Matt Yates
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