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Message from the President
Mosquito season has begun. Did any of you attend the opening day ceremony? Toss the first dip?
It would be wonderful to have an “Opening Day,” scheduled far in advance with everything practiced, in place
and ready to go. With great fanfare a Punxsutawney-like mayor surrounded by ladies in Kentucky Derby
millenary would officially release mosquitoes and declare Mosquito Season “open.” But what date would we
chose? When Culex “awake” from diapause? When the first brood of canadensis emerges? When the first
concerned homeowner calls in January to make sure his house is still on the list? When the degree- day model
says, yup, it’s albopictus time?
We all know that the world of the mosquitoes cannot be precisely scheduled, choreographed or engineered; nor
can our response. We are, after all, dealing with a biological being whose development is directly tied to
weather. Add to the mix the most complex and confounding species, Homo sapiens, and the unpredictabality
becomes multi-dimensional. Nevertheless, people always ask in February whether it’s going to be a bad year for
mosquitoes (do you mean bad for mosquitoes or bad for humans?) As I write this, the weather gods have
smiled upon mosquito control giving us a relatively dry spring. While our neighbors start to fret about lawns
and gardens, we wait for the shoe, or should I say rain, to drop.
And even though nothing can be scheduled, we are ready – the equipment is calibrated, the pesticides are
stocked, the traps are plugged in, the dry ice is in the Revco freezer. Mosquito control professional adapt to
field conditions that can change within days and within a few hundred feet. Each inspection is different, and the
variety of situations we encounter can be frustrating or amusing. Inevitably, we will deal with the uncooperative
neighbor, the disbelieving gardener, the baseball team being eaten alive- all are part of our community.
Following the principles of integrated pest management, our agency teams will apply skills and instincts honed
over the years and serve the public well
Recognizing the contributions of all in mosquito control, I am excited about the upcoming year and serving as
the 103rd President of NJMCA. I am grateful to the dedication of our members to keep the core functions of the
organization going even through the busy mosquito season. Autumn Angelus and her entire Program Committee
are already making strides in planning the 2016 meeting. The editorial committee led by Tadhgh Rainey is
getting the production of past Proceedings on track, and Isik Unlu has taken on the role of editor for the 2015
edition. Mike Romanowski is scheduling NJMCA at a number of public education events, and Bob Duryea
patiently produces each volume of the newsletter .
In addition to the “regular” functions, I would like NJMCA to consider a few additional initiatives during my
tenure. First, I personally want to explore further the authority of New Jersey mosquito control agencies to
access private property under the public health statutes. If Chikungunya does appear in our local mosquitoes,
more streamlined procedures for access for control may need to be in place. Along a similar vein, I feel we need
to have stronger ties with health officers and code enforcement officers, our partners in public health.
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Second, I feel that NJMCA needs to better understand
the operations of private commercial pesticide companies offering mosquito control services to the general
public. My goal is to build a healthy dialogue with the
New Jersey Pest Management Association. Given our
limited resources, none of our agencies could provide
the level of service demanded by the general public.
Nevertheless, I believe that the NJMCA has a responsibility to influence private applicators to embrace integrated mosquito management principles and to educate
the public regarding this approach. I propose forming a
small committee with representatives from county
agencies, NJDEP and Rutgers University to begin this
venture.
Third, we need to reengage in the happenings in Washington regarding the Clean Water Act and NPDES permits. With the change in power in the US Senate, the
opportunity to clarify the regulation of pesticides under
FIFRA is stronger than ever.
Finally, over the past two years, just about every entity
involved in mosquito control in New Jersey has experienced significant change due to retirements of longtime employees or the decision of others to move on.
While the collective knowledge and experience may be
lost, new employees with different perspectives and
enthusiasm join the ranks. As NJMCA President, I
welcome these rookies and ask directors and superintendents to encourage all their staff to get involved in
NJMCA- serve on a committee, submit a poster or
presentation for the annual meeting, volunteer at a public education event. Each one of us is an important
piece of the mosquito control puzzle and has something
to offer and share.
I wish everyone a productive and safe work season and
an enjoyable summer---remember to check the flower
pot saucers at the next barbeque (you know you
will….)
Vicki Thompson
NJMCA President

February, 2015
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IN MEMORIAM

Alice assisted with anthropological aspects of the
project while conducting research in certain aspects of cross cultural leadership behavior, and a
study in the uses of music, later published in The
Journal of Ethnomusicology. Alice graduated in
1979, and worked for a pharmaceutical company
developing a safe pediculicide. Later she took a
grant funded position with the University of Pennsylvania, exploring environmental variables affecting cancer. In 1981 Alice took a job at Rutgers
Medical School (now RWJMS), a position which
expanded to include responsibilities within the
Dean’s Office of the Graduate School, Rutgers
University, as an Assistant to the Director of the
Minority Advancement Program, and State Minority Advancement Coordinator.In this capacity she
recruited numerous minority students to Rutgers
who successfully completed advanced degrees in
multiple disciplines, including Entomology.In
1990 Alice took a position with the College of St.
Elizabeth as Director of the Excellence Initiative.

Alice Sutherland Crans
Alice was a music major at the College of New Jersey;
her original goal to pursue a career in music therapy.
After marriage to Wayne John Crans, himself a student at Rutgers University, and having three sons, the
family found themselves living in Tanzania, East Africa for a year. While there she tutored her children
and assisted with a project in Bancroftian fliariasis
while Wayne completed a post-doctoral experience in
entomology.
Upon returning, she became a “Bunting” student at
Douglas College, majoring in psychology, while
working for Cook College doing pesticide residue
studies. Alice spent a semester in Mali, West Africa,
again with her husband Wayne as he was engaged in
Tse Tse fly research working with the Mali Livestock
II project.
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NMCA Upcoming Events
This is just a friendly reminder to SAVE THE
DATES for two upcoming events:
The 7th Annual Worker’s Field Day on October
15th in Carver, MA and
The 61th Annual Meeting of the Northeastern
Mosquito Control Association
December 7-9, 2015 in Newport, RI.
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After Hurricane Andrew in 1993, she retired from
fulltime work to take care of her mother and
mother-in-law displaced by the hurricane. After a
three year break from employed work, she returned
to Cook College working part-time for the state’s
black fly control program. An effort she would eventually go on to direct for a year with the aid of her
golden retriever, Topaz.
Throughout her life Alice had a sense of adventure
and enjoyed a challenge. She was the first to jump in
the boat, put on the water skis, try windsurfing or
jump on the back of the new motorcycle for a long
ride.

She truly enjoyed all life had to offer. It is fair to
say she could be difficult (considering the time period she was raised in) when she needed to be. You
weren’t “successfully” going to tell her she could
not do something if she set her mind on it. Better to
just step aside and let her have a go. She enjoyed
the outdoors and could be found knee deep in the
mud anywhere there was fun to be had. She loved
animals of all kinds, unless they were after her
chickens, was a competitive team player and was
always nearby assisting you or offering advice
whether you needed it or not.

February, 2015
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Alice volunteered in numerous organizations in
an effort to ease the suffering of others. We often
joked she was busier in retirement than when she
was raising the kids and working fulltime.
Mosquito control was no exception. In any given
year she could be found across the country attending any one of the professional meetings we all
strive just to get to (AMCA, SOVE, ESA,
NMCA). It wasn’t enough just to attend the
meeting either. If she could squeeze it into her
schedule, you would find her interacting with
some of the best minds in the business.

She was a long time member of the New Jersey
Mosquito Control Association, annually attending our
meetings, active on committees, even running special
events for the association when called upon. She is
one of the few spouses who presented papers at our
meetings As a performer (music) she enjoyed the spot
light very much. She also understood the problems
mosquito control professionals faced and was always
willing to step into the conversation when needed to
steer the discussion in the “right” direction. Alice was
well known and liked by all in mosquito control who
interacted with her. She will be missed on many
levels.

February, 2015
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Images of the
NJMCA 102nd Annual Meeting
Atlantic City, NJ. March 2015.
Submitted by Teresa Duckworth and Autumn Angelus.

February, 2015
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2015 NJMCA Poster Contest Winners
Poster contest winners from this year are:
1st Place—Mary Evangelista and Steve Csorgo,
NJDEP Office of Mosquito Control Coordination .
Plants That Repel Mosquitoes
2nd place Diane McNelly Stormy Freese, Chris

Frame and Peter Bosak, Cape May County Mos‐
quito Control. From Field to Testing, Coopera‐
tion Yields Optimal Results
3rd place: Russell Burger and Mike Rosellini,
Morris County, Division of Mosquito Control.
Comparative Analysis of Box vs Traditional
Gravid Traps.

Above: Howard Emerson studies the Cape May
County Mosquito Control poster—

Testing, Cooperation Yields Optimal Results.
Below: Russell Berger and Mike Rosellini are
on hand to explain their poster.

February, 2015
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Pictured: Mary Evangelista is explaining the first place poster — Plants that Repel Mosquitoes to
Joe Conlon of the AMCA.

The 2015/16 NJMCA Officers: from Left. President Vicki Thompson, 1st Vice President Eric Williges,
2nd Vice President Robert Duryea, Secretary Jolyn Mitchell, Treasurer Jennifer Gruener.

February, 2015
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Teresa Duckworth Awarded the NJMCA Bunnie Hajek Award.

Ms. Duckworth has served the NJMCA in numerous

She has been involved in various committees that

capacities. She currently serves as the Program Chair

have examined stormwater management and

formerly served as chair of the Awards Committee and

mosquitoes over several year (NJDEP, State MCC)

the Education Committee and serves on the Scholarship

She has shared her knowledge about the permit

Committee.

Until this fall, Teresa has been the

process with other agencies and new employees to

coordinator of the Water Management Network, an ad

bring consistency among water management

hoc committee of mosquito control personnel working

permits, conditions and accountability. In addition,

on permits and nuances of water management projects.

Teresa has developed a successful public education

Her involvement in the network began as secretary in

program at Morris County and she has shared the

2003 and evolved into coordinator. As such, Teresa has

various ideas and products she uses with other

connected the mosquito control community and our con-

mosquito control agencies.

cerns to floodplain managers, soil conservation district

She has also taken on the position of Secretary with

personnel, and Rutgers cooperative extension agents

Associated Executives of Mosquito Control Work

(those dreaded rain gardens).

in New Jersey and was recently elected to the

She has coordinated field trips to Villanova, Maryland

Executive Board of our sister association the

and other sites to examine new BMP’s for potential for

Northeastern

mosquito breeding.

Award nomination submitted by Vicki Thompson.
February, 2015
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We are almost half way through the year already and mosquito activity will once again draw
the attention of the public to their existence. We had experienced a cold winter, thanks to
February, with quite a bit of snow. The spring mosquito season was looking “good” from an
early season univoltine snowpool mosquito species perspective. But spring rains have been
light and below normal for most of our area with resulting larval production spotty. Depending
upon where you look in the state some sites flooded normally and have been producing
abundant mosquitoes whilst others (usually reliable producers) are nearly dry. Habitat is
prime for that first good flooding of the year. Our mosquito biology course offerings for 2015
are at the half way point. We have had great attendance to date with the identification class
full (and closed to further registrations). January and February classes finished up right
before the annual meetings. Our March category 8B training class hosted in Essex county’s
new facility in Cedar Grove was likewise well attended. The habitat recognition section of our
mosquito biology workshops is currently ongoing with weekly field trips to representative
larval habitats. The weather has been on our side to date with enthusiastic students
sampling every nook and cranny. Below is a photo we took prior to the
Coquillettidia perturbans sampling trip.
Habitat Recognition Workshop Participants

From l to r - Scott Crans, Michael Gustray, Matt Helwig, Joe Corleto, Kyle Cole, Dan Scozzaro, Patrick Mcgrath,
John Betz, Michael Rosellini, D’Orsay Mancuso, Russell Berger, Stephanie Oliphant, and Mary Evangelista.

Both the NJMCA meetings and AMCA meetings were well attended and informative with exceptional programs from beginning to end. Our collaborators in Hudson and Mercer joined us
at the national meetings in presenting our latest results on use of IGRs in auto-dissemination
stations (ADS) as well as our multi-rotor unmanned autonomous vehicle (UAV) spray trials in
addition to our work with spinosad in container habitats. We even participated in the
outreach sessions with a presentation on Extension medical entomology as a research tool:
a win-win. The field day hosted by City of New Orleans Mosquito, Termite & Rodent Control
and the Louisiana Mosquito Control Association was exceptional.
February, 2015
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I had the opportunity to visit with both Sean and Kristen Healy who pass on their regards to all
in the New Jersey mosquito control community. Both are doing well and have adjusted nicely to
life in Louisiana.
Mark Robson received The Warren I. Susman Award for Excellence in Teaching. This
accolade is awarded to faculty members in recognition of outstanding service in stimulating and
guiding the intellectual development of students at Rutgers University. Mark will also be
continuing his county site visits this summer for that “on the front lines” perspective of how
mosquito control in New Jersey is functioning and how NJAES may be able to aid efforts. We
have already had several productive meetings with new mosquito control staff around the state
and all are positively looking forward. Should your program be interested in hosting a visit with
Mark, reach out and we will be happy to get you on the schedule.
Returns on our colony maintenance training course offerings continue to come in. Warren,
Mercer and Burlington counties sent representatives through the class
Linda McCuiston
provided and successfully established mosquito colonies.
These mosquitoes (and other
insects) have been in great demand this past year. Maintaining these colonies and having them
available for field trials, bioassays, repellent studies and for county programs attending public
education events all over the state is not a simple task. Kudos are in order for these efforts.
Linda is quite pleased her efforts have been preserved at the county level and are being used
to futher mosquito control interests.
New center member:
Hana Allahverdi is a visiting PhD student from the University of Tehran.
She will be working with mermithid nematodes in the Gaugler Lab investigating how these parasites that infect Culex larvae are able to
move from one larval habitat into another.
Contact Scott Crans (scott.crans@rutgers.edu) with any questions regarding training opportunities. Outreach activities are posted to our web
page http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~vbcenter/classes.php and as always we remain open to ideas stakeholders wish to bring forward. Such
as, those mentioned above for the PCO’s and Landscapers. They
asked and we are delivering.
Linda McCuiston
Upcoming activities:

Our most recent publications can be viewed @ http://
vectorbio.rutgers.edu/publications.php

Next biologist working group meeting is scheduled
for May 22nd Hunterdon County Health Department, 314 NJ-12 building #1, Flemington, NJ
08822

Want to follow our blog: https://
rutgersvectorbio.wordpress.com/

Mosquito Identification workshop is June 1-5, 2015
Headlee Labs conference room.
Looking for collaborators for this season’s ATSB
and Essentria field trials, if interested in participating contact Scott
February, 2015

--Scott C. Crans
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2015 Program Committee Report
The 2015 New Jersey Mosquito Control Association
meeting was a great success with over forty speakers
representing many facets of mosquito control. The
theme for the 102nd meeting was “Exploring the Diversity of Mosquito Control”. We were able to just scratch
the surface of all the things a mosquito control worker
is responsible for on a daily basis. It was held March
3rd through March 6 at the Golden Nugget in Atlantic
City, NJ.
We had speakers from academia, chemical industry,
public health professionals, local mosquito control and
even several representatives from the Northeastern
Mosquito Control Association. Topics ranged from
stormwater, water management, invasive species, global
climate change, current and emerging vector borne
diseases, historical topics, new technology and of
course mosquito biology and control.
Students from Florida, Maryland and New Jersey
participated our first student research symposium. This
was a great way to highlight research being conducted
and introduce our organization to these students.
A poster competition was also held, over the years this
has turned into a popular extended afternoon break. It
allows participants to showcase research, an innovation
or a project that they have done without doing a formal
presentation. This year the winning poster titles were
“Plants to Repel Mosquitoes”, “From Field to Testing,
Cooperation Yields Optimal Results”, and
“Comparative Analysis of Box vs Traditional Gravid
Traps”.
This year’s program offered something for everyone and
hopefully everyone who attended learned something
new that will be used in their mosquito control
programs.
Looking forward to a great program next year, which
will be chaired by Autumn Angelus. Start planning for
your presentations and posters now! There are some
great ideas already in the works.
Teresa Duckworth
2015 NJMCA Program Chair

February, 2015
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