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Message from the President - Robert Duryea
As I sit here writing this message I can’t help but think of all the great people that have
been the NJMCA President over the years and the big shoes that I have to fill. Dr. Wayne
Crans and Dr. Donald Sutherland come to mind immediately. Hopefully I can come close
to the exemplary leadership of our past presidents.
Our association is in good shape but there is always some work to be done to make
things better or to keep them at their current level. Financially we are on a tract to start
tightening our belts a little to stop the negative cash flow outcome of the last few years.
The foremost issue I see affecting the NJMCA in the near future is the recruitment of
people from the mosquito control ranks that are willing to step up and get involved with
the NJMCA and serve on committees. As us “more seasoned” members (notice I didn’t
say Old Timers) are retiring there are not always people ready to step up and replace the
important committee work being done. Please consider joining a committee if you are not
already on one to help distribute the workload equitably amongst us all. And for the
Superintendents, please encourage and allow your employees become involved. For
those that are interested in being on an NJMCA Committee please allow them the
freedom to participate in the committee activities.
Another issue that will continue to get addressed this year is to establish a home for the
Archives. Hopefully, a permanent solution can be finalized and the Archives can be safely
be stored and accessed when needed.
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President’s Message

Continued page 1
Most of us are well into our “regular” mosquito control activities hopefully refreshed from a winter
respite and the knowledge learned at our Annual NJMCA Meeting and training sessions held last
month. As you go about your daily duties of mosquito inspections, trapping, water management,
complaints and the myriad of other things that we are called upon to do in a day’s work try and
keep in mind the important public health service you are doing the residents of your district. Our
work goes mostly unnoticed by the public but please be fortified by the knowledge that you ARE
protecting the health and enhancing the lives of many millions of people with your work.
There is a change of venue for next year’s Annual Meeting. We are going to out of Atlantic City for
the first time since the early 1990’s. A very nice hotel in Cape May, The Grand, has been chosen
and we are hopeful that it will be a successful meeting. I believe the smaller hotel will provide for a
more intimate meeting. Some adjusting from our regular schedule to allow for longer lunch times
etc. will have to be done to make things run smoothly. If we all work together I am sure we can
make the 2019 Annual Meeting a success.
Again, please consider being an active member of NJMCA if you are not already and if anyone has
any thoughts or ideas please feel free to contact myself or any Board of Trustee Member along
with the Committee Chairs.
Best Wishes.

Note from the Editor:
Hope you enjoy the May issue of the NJMCA Newsletter! Our next issue will be out
in August. If you have something you would like to contribute let the Newsletter
Committee know!

If you would like to receive only a digital copy of future newsletter issues, please
email Teresa Duckworth @tduckworth@co.morris.nj.us with your name and email
address.
Thank you for those who contributed photos to this issue: Autumn Angelus,
Tadhgh Rainey, John Betz, and Judy Legg.
Have a wonderful summer!
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A.R. “Bunnie” Hajek,
NJMCA Association Award

Mike Romanowski

Mike's involvement with mosquito control dates back to the summer of 1981. During the months of
May-October, he worked as a Summer Biologist for the NJDEP's Office of Mosquito Control. Under the
supervision of Bob Kent, Mike's duties involved mosquito surveillance and inspection, analysis of mosquito
and bee mortality due to pesticide exposure, and statistical analysis of data. Mike graduated from Richard
Stockton College in 1982, receiving a Bachelors of Science degree in Environmental Studies. He worked
one more summer with the Office of Mosquito Control before becoming an Inspector for the Ocean County
Mosquito Extermination Commission. Mike was a crewmember in the Commission's ground larviciding
program until he became the Biologist in 1985. As a Biologist, Mike continued to work with the ground
larviciding program but also became involved in aerial work, water management, mosquito population
studies, and various laboratory tasks. He conducted a four-year study of the effects of Open Marsh Water
Management on small mammal populations, publishing numerous papers through NJMCA. In addition,
Mike was very involved in public relations and outreach, introducing the junior inspectors program,
promoting mosquito awareness with children and their families. Mike was no stranger to the classroom in
Ocean County schools and made many appearances to various clubs and organizations throughout the
county.
Promoted to Entomologist in 2004, his career morphed into more of a supervisory role. This change
allowed Mike make major organizational changes to the ground larviciding program. He continued to
strengthen the Commission's public relations program by sacrificing many weekends to attend fairs and
festivals, preaching mosquito awareness and source reduction to any Ocean County residents that would
listen. He also stressed the importance of studying pesticide resistance in mosquito populations, making
sure inspectors and lab workers were monitoring our treatments. Promoted to Assistant Superintendent in
early 2011 and in less than three years, to Superintendent. Even though administrative duties consumed
his time, Mike never lost sight of working with the science aspect mosquito biology and control measures.
He was always available to give guidance to the "new guy" and kept himself current with any breaking
news, products, or methods to control mosquitoes. Mike is currently in his 36th year of employment with
the Ocean County Mosquito Extermination Commission.
His involvement with NJMCA during his entire career has led him to be a member of many various
committees, some, not even in existence any longer. At least not as they were originally known. Mike has
been a member of the projection committee, the state exhibit committee, the research and development
committee, commercial exhibits committee, education/training committee, newsletter committee, pesticide
applicator training committee and program committee where he was instrumental in coordinating the poster
presentation session. He provides pearls of wisdom at both NJMCA and Associated Executive meetings on
various topics, with 36 years in the business; he is sort of a father time and has had the opportunity to see it
all at one point in his career.
Mike is the loving husband of his wife Doreen and the proud father of two children, Kristen and
Andy. He has always had interest in the environment and wildlife management, which definitely
contributed, to his college and career path. His hobbies include hunting, crafting, cooking, beagles, eating,
and last but not least, music. Mike was a drummer in high school and has a passion for progressive rock
music. He is known for annoying people, especially his wife, by playing music that most people would
describe as "unlistenable". He is a fixture of the organization, a sight to be seen, a friend to all and just an
all-around great guy who will be missed whenever he decides to retire!
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2018 NJMCA Awards List
Award

Recipient

County

Eric Williges

Essex

Michael Romanowski

Ocean

Outstanding Mosquito Worker Award

Adrian Kabigting
Judith Legg

Middlesex
Salem

Achievement Award

Patrick McNulty
Jeff Donnelly
Roger Armstrong

Middlesex
Morris
Morris

25 Year Service Roll

Brad Kirchhoff
Roger Armstrong
Walter Daymon

Middlesex
Morris
Ocean

Past President Plaque
A.R. "Bunnie" Hajek Award

Jeff Donnely accepting his Achievement
Award for 41 1/2 years of service. from
Kristian McMorland.
Patrick McNulty accepting his Achievement
Award from Deepak Matadha.

Volume XXX Number 2

4

NJMCA Newsletter

Volume XXX Number 2

5

NJMCA Newsletter

Volume XXX Number 2

6

NJMCA Newsletter

County Corner
A different county will be featured in each issue. If you would
like to see your county highlighted here, please contact the
Joe Pezzillo at JoeP@passaiccountynj.org

Cumberland County Mosquito Control Division
Heather Lomberk

Cumberland County is located in extreme south central New Jersey, with a portion of it bordered by
the Delaware Bay. Much of the county is rural, with farmland and forested areas surrounding three
urban centers: Bridgeton, Millville, and Vineland. The diversity of mosquito habitats range from the
typical urban sites, to fresh and saltwater marshes, to woodland pools, to an extensive network of
ditches. The challenges these habitats present from a control perspective may, at times, be a bit
overwhelming; however, the Division employs a dedicated staff who work diligently to suppress
mosquito populations as much as they can.
The services the Division provides include the maintenance of waterways, the application of
larvicides and adulticides, the stocking of fish, vector surveillance, and public relations activities.
Unfortunately, as important as it is, educating the public has historically played a minor role in
Cumberland’s program, primarily due to budget constraints. Once those constraints were lifted a bit
in 2016, the Biologist, John Betz, was given the freedom to expand this program, which he did
beyond expectations. He advocated for the purchase of a new display tent and mobile display unit.
This mobile display unit is housed in municipal buildings and contains mosquito and arbovirus
information for the public to read and take home. The County also purchased a new, enclosed
trailer for transporting the display tent to various fairs and other events, allowing John to educate
the community and provide fun activities for children.

Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7 - County Corner
With much of the county covered in forested
areas, surveillance can sometimes be difficult.
Add to those areas long, winding stream
systems and a perfect mosquito habitat is born,
especially when trees and other vegetation find
their way into the water. In 2017, the Division
purchased a drone to aid in its surveillance
efforts, particularly in the most inaccessible
areas. Once staff is fully trained and licensed to
operate the drone, it will become an invaluable
tool for assessing the condition of Cumberland
County’s many streams and locating possible
blockages.
One more new item added to the Division’s
program is a large mosquito-fish holding tank.
Because of the long distance between the
Hackettstown Hatchery and Cumberland
County, the Office of Mosquito Control
Coordination gave the Division permission to
keep a tank on premises; thus, less trips to the
fish hatchery, or to the satellite facility in
Camden County, are necessary. Additional
time may now be spent searching for fish sites,
resulting in greater numbers of fish being
released throughout the county and fewer
applications of pesticides.
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After being nominated and approved by the
members of the New Jersey Mosquito Control
Association we are happy to present Bill
Reinert as an honorary member.
Over the course of his career, Bill provided an
immeasurable service in a variety of roles.
During his work for Atlantic County’s Office of
Mosquito Control, Bill was the water
management specialist from 1980 until 1985.
After that from 1985 until 2012 he was the
Superintendent of the Office of Mosquito
Control. In 2012 Bill was promoted to be the
Department Head of the Atlantic County
Department of Public Works until he retired in
2015.
Along with those county titles Bill served as
chair of the newsletter committee, nominating
committee, awards and resolutions
committee, and convention arrangements
committee along with serving as President of
our organization twice. In 2015, he was
awarded the NJMCA achievement award.
On a national level, Mr. Reinert ensured our
organization and everyone across the region
were well represented by serving as the North
Atlantic regional director to the American
Mosquito Control Association and keeping an
active role attending the AMCA Washington
Days event to represent New Jersey many
times.

Bill was recently appointed a commissioner of
the State Mosquito Control Commission after
a long process, and we truly appreciate his
desire to stay active in the community. We
can all benefit from his knowledge and
experience.
Thank you Bill for all you have done for our
organization and we are happy to have you as
an honorary member.
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NEWS FROM THE NORTHEAST
April 20, 2018
Larvae have been active in wetlands for a few weeks now, but we’re still
waiting for spring-like weather to show up. Some districts have begun aerial
treatments of wetlands with liquid and granular Bti, but snow delayed a few of
these applications! In most areas larvae are about the same instar as in years
past, with just a short amount of delayed growth seen. We anticipate the typical
emergence of the spring brood the second or third week in May unless a heat
wave settles in – and with the crazy swings of weather this would not be out of the question!
Districts will be on the watch for increased levels of Cs. melanura this summer. This has not been a
particularly wet spring so far, with the exception of 2-3 inches of rain seen on Patriots Day (and
ruining the Boston Marathon for many participants along with cold temperatures). WNv may rear its
ugly head this year as well; basin treatments plus public education and other control measures will
be key to diminish the threat of this invasive (and now endemic) arbovirus.
Our best to all in NJ and the rest of the northeast for a virus free summer!
Tim Deschamps

NJMCA Members at the 105th Annual Meeting of
New Jersey Mosquito Control Association

Volume XXX Number 2

10

NJMCA Newsletter

Global Mosquito Control
A special limited feature

Mosquito Control in Greece: From fighting nuisance to preventing disease
By Alex Chaskopoulou, USDA-ARS European Biological Control Laboratory, Thessaloniki, Greece

It is only mid-April and mosquito control operations have already begun throughout Greece, with

aggressive larviciding treatments especially in the north regions (Central and East Macedonia) where the
majority of large-scale prolific breeding sites exist (natural wetlands, rice fields). Both aerial and ground
means are employed depending on the size and type of the target breeding sites. Decisions on where and
when to spray are evidence based and rely on active mosquito surveillance programs with standardized
surveillance techniques (adult trapping, larval dipping). More than 13 independent government funded
mosquito control programs with duration from 1-3 years and an annual budget that exceeds 8 million euros
total are being conducted in almost all of the 13 prefectures of the country. All programs strive to abide by
the principles of IVM and aim primarily to protect the public from mosquito-borne diseases. However, this has
not always been the case…
When the first organized vector control program was implemented in Greece back in 1997 in the ricefield region of Central Macedonia, mosquitoes were simply a nuisance for Greeks. Even though the levels of
nuisance were unbearable in some regions, affecting significantly the quality of life, mosquitoes were not
perceived as a public health threat. It was in 2010 when things changed in view of a major West Nile virus
outbreak that occurred in the rice-field region of C. Macedonia. The virus spread gradually in the following
years throughout the country causing more than 700 neuro invasive human cases and 70 deaths. To help
combat the disease exempt permits were issued for emergency aerial adulticiding over the affected areas.
The aerial ULV treatments, which were the first not only in Greece but, also, in Europe, were effective in
reducing up to 98% the mosquito populations and as a result local government authorities requested for a
permanent use of the method. And as if West Nile virus was not enough, malaria made a come back in the

country in 2011, with a cluster of autochthonous malaria cases in Peloponnese region of South Greece. To
prevent the re-establishment of malaria in the country a multi-level collaborative effort combining medical as
well as vector control interventions was initiated in the affected areas.
The threat of mosquito-borne diseases has been the driving force of a remarkable improvement in
local vector control operations in Greece: a) yearly funded programs b) permanent and standardized
surveillance networks c) early and aggressive interventions e) adoption of new control methodologies f) multi
-sectoral collaborations. One would hope that these continuously improving efforts would be sustained even
after the threat of disease subsides.
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The NJMCA Registration Committee

Jolyn Mitchell, Regina Henry, Glen Jerzak,
John Kranz and Judy Legg
One of the committees dedicated to helping
the NJMCA Annual meeting run smoothly!

This year the Silent Auction
raised $1535.00 which will go
towards NJMCA Scholarships!
Thank you to all who
contributed and to everyone
who placed a bid (winning or
not!) Your support is
appreciated.
A very special thank you to
Mary Evangelista who
graciously donated back her
prize money from her award
winning posters in both 2016
and 2017.
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2018 NJMCA Officers
(L—R)

Secretary, Stormy Freese, President,
Robert Duryea, Vice President, John Kranz,
Second Vice President, Teresa Duckworth,
Treasurer, Jennifer Gruener

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Mark your calendars!
NMCA Northeastern Mosquito
Control Association
December 3—5
Nashua, NH

NJMCA

New Jersey Mosquito
Control Association
March 13-15, 2018
The Grand Hotel
Cape May, NJ
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What are the NJMCA Committees up to?
Research and Development Committee
The Research and Development committee and recently seen a resurrection. The committee
chair is Dr. Pete Bosak and its two members are Dr. Isik Unlu and Mr. Scott Crans. The
committee is here to financially help NJMCA members with mosquito related projects that need
funding should no other source be available up to a limit. For 2018 we have been funded to a
maximum of $4000.00. If you are eligible you must submit an email letter of intent as well as a
short synopsis of the project that would include a hypothesis, materials and methods and the
amount of money you are seeking. Award recipients will be expected to give a short
presentation of their work at the annual NJMCA meeting as well. Please address this
information to the chair at peter.bosak@co.cape-may.nj.us . It will be reviewed by the
committee members and you will be notified of our decision as soon as possible. Thank you.

Legislative Committee
The Legislative Committee monitors and comments on bills proposed by either Congress or the
NJ State Legislature that may impact mosquito control operations and/or public health.
Committee members also monitor and address rule proposals by State and federal agencies.
Letters and comments are drafted and either sent directly to legislators and agencies or shared
with NJMCA membership to send. The Legislative Committee chair is also the liaison with the
American Mosquito Control Association’s Legislative Committee and, along with other members,
respond to calls for action. Committee activity is sporadic but often intense when windows of
opportunity to comment are very brief. The current Committee chair is Victoria Thompson;
members include Eric Williges, Jennifer Gruener, Joseph Pezzillo and Heather Lomberk.
Social Committee
NJMCA has a new committee chaired by Victoria Thompson- the Social Committee. This
Committee is charged with coordinating one or more social activities for the membership outside
of the Annual meeting venue. Events would be conducted outside of the regular work day with
cost primarily borne by participants. Brand new, the Committee is seeking ideas! So far we are
considering a minor league baseball game, day at the horse track, the Salem County rodeo, and
fishing on a party boat. Please contact Vicki at victoria.thompson@co.monmouth.nj.us with any
ideas and/or interest in participating. We are also looking for committee members. So far,
Heather Lomberk and Scott Crans are on board.

NJMCA Membership
Supporting Mosquito Control since 1913
The objectives and purposes of the association shall be to promote and encourage close cooperation among those directly
and indirectly concerned with, or interested in, mosquito control and related work, the stimulation of educational activities to
increase the knowledge of mosquito control and the advancement of the cause of mosquito control and related
environmental concerns in the State of New Jersey and elsewhere. The association may also encourage such other insect
control programs as the association or board of trustees may determine.
The Association's (NJMCA) primary goal is to promote, encourage, develop and record safe, effective and environmentally
sound mosquito control activities in order to protect the health and welfare of the citizens of New Jersey, and to make this
information available to all who may be interested or concerned with mosquito control activities.

Annual Membership Fee $40.00 per individual
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The 30th Anniversary of the NJMCA Newsletter (January 2019) Is Approaching

Bill Reinert, SMCC Commissioner
Judy Hansen, Superintendent of the Cape May Mosquito Commission and at the time the 76th
President of the NJMCA, well understood the importance and need for strong communications
for success in the business of mosquito control. To keep members of the NJMCA informed, to
share information, and to educate our members, Judy set her sites on a newsletter as a tool to
help meet those objectives. She put together the first Newsletter committee consisting of Bunnie
Hajek, Christine Musa, Rod Schmidt and Karen Stokes, with Robert Kent as the chairman and
assigned them the task of creating the Newsletter. Volume 1, issue #1 hit the streets in January
1989, and so, nearly 30 years ago the NJMCA Newsletter was born.
Thirty years may not
seem so long, but think
about this. When this
issue came out in
1989, Aedes albopictus
had not yet been
discovered in NJ; West
Nile nor Zika virus had
reached the continental
US; drones had not
been seen flying over
Hudson County; and
the Longhorned tick
had not yet turned
Tadhgh Rainey into a
sheep wrestler. With an
initial review of past
issues it’s fun to see
how “the more things
change, the more they
stay the same,” it’s also
interesting to read
about the new
concerns that arise
over time.
We will be sharing
additional Newsletter
highlights and
information recognizing
the 30 years of
success and quality of
the NJMCA Newsletter
in the next several
issues of the
Newsletter..
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Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/njmca

Follow us on Twitter
@NJMosquitoAssn

Follow us on Istagram
@nj_mosquito

Link with us on LinkedIn
@New Jersey Mosquito Control Association

Contact John Betz for more information:
johnbet@co.cumberland.nj.us
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New Jersey Mosquito Control Association Inc.

Newsletter Committee

President

Doug Abdill

Robert Duryea

Anthony Acquaviva

Warren County Mosquito Extermination Commission

Autumn Angelus

Vice President

Scott Crans

John Kranz

Tim Deschamps

Middlesex County Mosquito Extermination Commission

Robert Duryea

2nd Vice President

Joe Pezzillo

Teresa Duckworth

William Reinert

County of Morris, Division of Mosquito Control

Isik Unlu

Secretary

Eric Williges

Stormy Freese

Teresa Duckworth, Chair

Your business tag
line here.

Cape May County Department of Mosquito Control
Treasurer
Jennifer Gruener,
Warren County Mosquito Extermination Commission

Morristown, NJ 07963
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Division of Mosquito Control
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